
Atelectasis/obstructive pneumonitis extending to the hilar region  (Core) 
 
Reason/Evidentiary Support:    
 

The presence and extent of atelectasis/obstructive pneumonia factor into assignment of the T 
category. While most likely to be seen in association with central tumours that obstruct either the 
main or proximal lobar bronchi, this staging parameter can be difficult to accurately assess in 
resected specimens and often requires correlation with the radiological findings.1  In certain 
instances, the lack of availability of radiologic information renders this parameter not assessable. In 
the 8th edition of the UICC2 and AJCC3, the staging impact of atelectasis/obstructive pneumonitis has 
been modified from the 7th edition, such that unless other features dictate a higher T category, 
atelectasis or obstructive pneumonitis that extends to the hilar region, involving part or all of the 
lung is categorized as pT2.  
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